Mailra Kalman:

Various Illuminations (of a Crazy World)

At HOme D raW] ng ACt]V] ty A Gallery Guide for Families

Begin your adventure in the room with the big fireplace. Move to your left and
find the portrait of a woman sitting at her desk.

What can you guess about this woman

What stands out to You?

THANK You

for exploring the world of
Ma.i ra Ka l m a n ' Maira Kalman, Self-Portrait (With Pete), 2004-5 , Gouache on paper. Courtesy of the artist.
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This is a self-portrait of the illustrator Maira Kalman.

A self-portrait is a picture that an artist makes of himself or herself.
This guide was written by Rachael Abrams, Education Department, The Jewish Museum.

www.thejewishmuseum.org/families ?
The Maira and Matisse Family Day and Family Guides are made possible by -
New York City Council Member Daniel R. Garodnick and are funded under contract with the W H AT WO U L D yo U I' N C LU D E '[ N yo U R S E L F P 0 R T R A I' T °

New York City Department of Youth and Community Development.
WNET.ORG is the media sponsor.



What other kinds of maps have you seen of New York

City? How is Newyorkistan similar to or different
than those maps?
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Where are the WORDS placed on the pages? Are they in one place or all
over the page? Do you think the words are typed or HANDWRITTEN?
The pictures in Maira’s books started off as paintings and drawings like the

ones you saw hanging on the walls. Do you think the words are supposed to
be a part of the painting? Why do you think Maira adds words to her pictures?

Move towards the case of objects by the window and look through Maira Kalman’s
Many Tables of Many Things.

Make a list of some of the objects you saw in this exhibition.




——? Find the painting near the entrance to the next gallery with many faces called Crosstown Boogie Woogie.

What are some WORDS that DESCRIBE what you like to do?

Look closely at the many people in this painting...

What ANIMAL do you think would best represent these QUALLTLES?

Y
2sorE FOCUS on the @
Are you LNDEPENDENT like a lion, loud like a sC2

DETALLS of each PERSON.

MONKEY, or friendly like an OTTER?

Maira Kalman, Dog Reads Book, 1999,
gouache on paper. Courtesy of the artist.

-—} Move into the next room. Sit down at the table filled with books.

@ Take turns describing one of the characters while your
companion is turned away. Turn back around and guess which
character was just described. Keep going until, together,

being an illustrator, Maira Kalman is also a storyteller. She often pairs her you have found every face that you find fascinating.

addition to cribe what she is seeing .and thinking about the peg
\inmages with words o de;nd objects she includes in her artwork. people, Places,

With your grown-up, read the book called What Pete Ate from A-Z.

After you finish reading take another look at __? Find the woman at the very bottom of the right-hand corner.
’ ) ) What do you notice about this person?
how the words appear in this book. @
This is another SELF-PORTRALT of Maira Kalman. As she moves

W H AT D O yo U N O T I C E ? through the different neighborhoods of the CLTY, Kalman uses her camera to

RECORD what she 0BSERVES in the WORLD around her.

Z ] Y C k Each row illustrates a street in New York City.
u e

HAVE YoU BEEN To ANY OF THE NEIGHB®ORHOODS REPRESENTED HERe?

'( N M Can you think of other interesting locations in NYC that you have visited?



——> Move into the next room.

Look closely at the third painting on the wall to the left called Sunny Day at the Park. With your grown-up, read the words surrounding the image.
Find the events about Cousin Ervin’s life in the background of the painting.
?
WHAT LS HAFFEN‘[NG ‘[N THLS SCENE Do you see Cousin Ervin UPSLDE DOWN in his car or PEOPLE FLOATING?
WHAT KIND oF A pLACE IS THIS? Which CHARACTER do you think is his WIFE?

This painting was made after a photograph taken by the famous French .
photographer Henri Cartier-Bresson. He took a similar picture of a park in Inves T [ Ate the many portraits on this wall and find your favorite character.
France.
Maira Kalman often uses photography to capture life around her and WHAT ABoUT
sometimes paints directly from photographs. THLS pERSQON

IR CATCHES YoUR How ARE THe COLORS IN

sthisap where you would EVE? THLS pORTRALT SIMILAR OR

like to spend time? Why or why

not? DIFFERENT To THOSE USED LN

My Cousin Ervin?
IMAGLIE you could STEP into

this paint]’ng. .. ——> After exploring this room, find the painting called
Dog Reads Book in this same gallery.

What would you HEAR, sMEIl,
and FEEL? Do you think it would
it be WARM or COLD? QULET or
NOLSY?

Maira Kalman, Sunny Day at the Park, 2004, gouache on paper.
Courtesy of Julie Saul.

—> In the next gallery find the painting titled My Cousin Ervin.

What do you notice about the characters in this painting?
What features stand out? Why?

WHAT LS UNLQUE ABOUT THE WAY MALRA
KALMAN USES “0LO 'S IN "MY COUSLN ERVIN'?

Maira Kalman, Edith Sitwell, 2006, gouache on paper. Private Collection.



