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THE JEWISH MUSEUM 
and 
THE FILM SOCIETY OF LINCOLN CENTER present

THE 13THANNUAL 

NewYork Jewish 
Film Festival
January 14–29, 2004

The Walter Reade Theater at Lincoln Center

165 West 65th Street, New York City

Box Office/Information: 212.875.5600 

Walter Reade Theater Web Site: www.filmlinc.com

The Jewish Museum Web Site: www.thejewishmuseum.org

Join us for 13 great days of illumination and inspiration
at the 2004 New York Jewish Film Festival. This year’s
selections offer a pluralistic vision of modern Jewish
identity as they speak to our ongoing need to investi-
gate, record and, above all, celebrate the Jewish experi-
ence. Films like Black Israeltestify to a culture of
diversity and inclusion. Others, like Shalom Ireland,
reveal a people existing as part of, rather than apart
from, the global community. Works by Argentinians,
Swedes and Lower East Siders — from documentary to
historical drama to lighthearted romantic satire — make
up an eclectic cross-section of contemporary Jewish
filmmaking. 

★

Organized by: Rachel Chanoff, Chair, Film Festival Selection Committee;
Stuart Klawans, film critic, The Nation;Richard Peña, Program Director,
The Film Society of Lincoln Center; Mohini Sara Shapero, Film Festival
Coordinator; and Aviva Weintraub, Director of Media and Public
Programs, The Jewish Museum.

This international festival is made possible by generous support from The
Martin and Doris Payson Charitable Foundation, The Liman Foundation,
The Jack and Pearl Resnick Foundation, the New York City Department of
Cultural Affairs, Mimi and Barry Alperin, The Israel Office of Cultural
Affairs in the USA, Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Helen Bodian and
Roger Alcaly, and other funders.

A
 Vilna Legend

★

★

★

Hiding and Seeking: 
Faith and Tolerance 
After the Holocaust
Directors: Menachem Daum and Oren
Rudavsky
WORLD PREMIERE(USA, 2003, 87 min.,
video, English, Yiddish and Polish with
English subtitles)

An Orthodox man ventures to Poland with
his two sons in an attempt to expand their 
narrow worldview in this surprising and
thoughtful documentary. The visit, in which
the young men encounter the family that 
hid their grandfather 60 years earlier,
explores the many faces of prejudice, 
tolerance and redemption. By the directors
of A Life Apart: Hasidism in America(NYJFF
1997).

Preceded by

Untitled 2 (The Last Jew 
of Edenbridge)
Director: Solomon Nagler
US PREMIERE(Canada, 2003, 5 min., video)
A lyrical portrait of the last member of a
Jewish farming colony in rural Canada who
guards the precious relics of an idealistic
past.

OPENING NIGHT
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14, 6:15 PM
THURSDAY, JANUARY 15, 1:00 PM 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, 6:00 PM

Samy and I
Director: Eduardo Milewicz
NY  PREMIERE(Argentina, 2002, 85 min.,
35mm, Spanish with English subtitles)

Talented director Eduardo Milewicz brings 
to mind Woody Allen and Pedro Almodóvar
as he paints a lush and vivid picture of 
cosmopolitan Buenos Aires in this cleverly
endearing romantic comedy. The film stars
Argentinian sensation Ricardo Darin as a 
nebbishy writer whose life gets a much
needed shot of adrenaline when a dazzling
young woman transforms him into an unlike-
ly television star.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 15, 3:45 PM
SATURDAY, JANUARY 17, 9:30 PM
SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, 9:00 PM
MONDAY, JANUARY 19, 12:30 PM

Almost Peaceful
Director: Michel Deville
NY PREMIERE(France, 2002, 94 min., 35mm,
French with English subtitles)

This beautifully constructed drama explores
the Jewish experience among Holocaust 
survivors in postwar France. As a tailor revives
his business by hiring mostly Jewish workers,
a series of sub-plots illuminates their strug-
gles to re-establish the quotidian aspects of
life, along with larger issues of love and guilt.
Prolific director Michel Deville (La Lectrice)
brings deft touches of gentle humor to this
ultimately hopeful film. 

Preceded by

A Good Uplift
Directors: Faye Lederman, Cheryl Furjanic, 
Eve Lederman
NY PREMIERE(USA, 2003, 13 min, video)

In a Lower East Side lingerie shop, owner
Magda presides over an endless procession 
of women of all shapes and cup sizes, races
and religions in search of the perfect brassiere
and a dose of old-fashioned self-esteem.

OPENING DAY
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14, 1:00 PM
THURSDAY, JANUARY 15, 6:00 PM
MONDAY, JANUARY 19, 5:30 PM

Black Israel
Director: Maurice Dores
NY PREMIERE (France, 2003, 85 min., video,
English, French, and Hebrew with English 
subtitles)

Documenting communities of sub-Saharan
African, African American and Caribbean Jews
from Israel to Paris to Harlem, this engaging
film presents an enlightening vision of the 
pluralistic nature of modern Jewish identity. 

OPENING DAY/OPENING NIGHT
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14, 3:45 PM
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14, 9:15 PM

PROGRAM CALENDAR

W 1/14 1:00 A Good Uplift/Almost Peaceful
1/14 3:45 Black Israel
1/14 6:15 Untitled 2/Hiding and Seeking
1/14 9:15 Black Israel

TH 1/15 1:00 Untitled 2/Hiding and Seeking
1/15 3:45 Samy and I
1/15 6:00 A Good Uplift/Almost Peaceful
1/15 9:15 Have You Heard About the Panthers?

S 1/17 7:00 When Grandpa Loved Rita Hayworth
1/17 9:30 Samy and I

SU 1/18 1:45 When Grandpa Loved Rita Hayworth
1/18 3:45 Cantor on Trial/Vilna Legend
1/18 6:00 Untitled 2/Hiding and Seeking
1/18 9:00 Samy and I

M 1/19 12:30 Samy and I
1/19 2:30 Have You Heard About the Panthers?
1/19 5:30 A Good Uplift/Almost Peaceful
1/19 8:30 The School Photo/Moments-Israel

T 1/20 12:30 Dziga and his Brothers/Kafka Goes to the Movies
1/20 3:00 When Grandpa Loved Rita Hayworth
1/20 6:00 Dziga and his Brothers/Kafka Goes to the Movies
1/20 9:00 When Grandpa Loved Rita Hayworth

W 1/21 12:30 The Unshod Man/Caravan 841
1/21 3:30 The School Photo/Moments-Israel
1/21 6:30 The Unshod Man/Caravan 841
1/21 8:30 The Commandment Keepers

TH 1/22 12:30 Tikkun/Purity
1/22 3:30 Dziga and his Brothers/Kafka Goes to the Movies
1/22 6:15 Tikkun/Purity
1/22 8:45 Terezín 1944/The Birch-Tree Meadow

S 1/24 7:00 Terezín 1944/The Birch-Tree Meadow
1/24 9:30 The Unshod Man/Caravan 841

SU 1/25 1:00 Cantor on Trial/Vilna Legend
1/25 3:15 Terezín 1944/The Birch-Tree Meadow
1/25 6:00 Loss/Hungarian Passport
1/25 9:00 The Barbecue People

T 1/27 12:30 Loss/Hungarian Passport
1/27 3:30 Alila
1/27 6:00 The Barbecue People
1/27 9:00 Alila

W 1/28 1:00 Rose’s Songs
1/28 3:30 James’ Journey to Jerusalem
1/28 6:00 France Divided/Shalom Ireland
1/28 8:30 James’ Journey to Jerusalem

TH 1/29 1:00 France Divided/Shalom Ireland
1/29 3:30 Rose’s Songs
1/29 6:00 France Divided/Shalom Ireland
1/29 8:30 Rose’s Songs

Program subject to change.

A Vilna Legend
Director: Zygmund Turkow 1924/George
Roland 1933
NY PREMIEREof restored print (Poland,
1924/1933, 60 min., B&W, 35mm, Yiddish
with English subtitles)

This is a rare screen gem: a 1924 silent film
embedded within a 1933 Yiddish talkie. The
cast reads like a “who’s who” of the Yiddish
stage and includes Ester-Rokhl Kaminska
and her daughter Ida Kaminska, as well as
Joseph Buloff as the sharp-witted narrator
and commentator. A tale of frustrated love
and destiny, mostly filmed on location in
Vilna, this is a precursor to the 1937 classic
The Dybbuk.

Preceded by 

Cantor on Trial
Director: Sidney M. Goldin
WORLD PREMIEREof restored print (USA,
1931, 10 min., 35mm, Yiddish with English 
subtitles)

In this classic Yiddish spoof, a synagogue
committee searches for a chazan(cantor) 
for the High Holiday services. Rejecting one
unsuitable candidate after another, they 
are finally confronted with a modern chazan
promising “pep and jazz.” Hilarity, as they
say, ensues. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, 3:45 PM
Introduced by J. Hoberman, 
The Village Voice
SUNDAY, JANUARY 25, 1:00 PM
Introduced by Sharon Rivo, 
National Center for Jewish Film

Have You Heard About
the Panthers?
Director: Nissim Mossek
NY PREMIERE(Israel, 2002, 109 min., video,
Hebrew with English subtitles)

Thirty years ago, a novice filmmaker named
Nissim Mossek set out to document the
Israeli political protest movement called 
the Black Panthers — young Mizrahi and
Sephardi men who fought to expose racial
and class bias in Israel. The film mysterious-
ly disappeared, but a copy recently turned
up in Jerusalem. Combining pieces of the
first film and new footage of the surviving
members, Have You Heard About the
Panthers?throws light on schisms in Israeli
society that inflamed protest in the 1970s
and persist today. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 15, 9:15 PM
MONDAY, JANUARY 19, 2:30 PM

When Grandpa Loved 
Rita Hayworth
Director: Iva Svarcova
NY PREMIERE(Germany, 2000, 90 min.,
35mm, Czech and German with English 
subtitles)

It is 1969, the first winter after the Prague
Spring. As three astronauts fly to the moon,
13-year-old Hannah and her family land in
the West German economic wonderland.
Hannah herself would be happiest returning
to her grandfather, portrayed by the late
great Vlastimil Brodsky (Closely Watched
Trains).A darkly humorous story of post-
Communist adolescence.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 17, 7:00 PM
SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, 1:45 PM
TUESDAY, JANUARY 20, 3:00 PM
TUESDAY, JANUARY 20, 9:00 PM
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THE JEWISH MUSEUM 
and 
THE FILM SOCIETY OF LINCOLN CENTER present

THE 13TH ANNUAL 

New York Jewish 
Film Festival
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Right: Almost Peaceful
Cover: When Grandpa Loved Rita Hayworth


